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" \Yhrri rm ttirth hon you lirenf"
Tim oU ______ Pb Trail, tho flceSM of so

many wp-H. ot dor.<g end .mffei-Og-
bi n/>w itu o__iterete-_ pot- What WO

orewont to coll '-TIsslliii^ofl-Yogi-i-"
ami "Th'. SjTi-ad of Civflisntlosi,**hovs
bflnrred it peet .o_ow_og step brs-es;

rt-S pruin.s nr.d mOOTltflhll "f tin*
lint tb* lom,' track ls still binood

heffl mid thei* by p__ininent pointe.
Moody tBMBBBetmtms. other }ii.-,:>-ric _n-

<¦¦,¦.¦,.: ,t OM COOn «t _Tv__l far
If bfl nml' rtako fe) follow it

It would not be erase, howe****, to ni
ont Minni this journey hy BBJ of th*

sU,if travel that wore in noe when
roi] ems th* see.e of ¦

greet traffic.with ox team plodding
h-avily and slowly, by which fabe ptoSMMS
emisTTitiit neoved on; Dot on f"-*t with
Tj-xrY npofl book, na tin- forty nhv-r.-* trnv-

i ho bard tO follow thu
trail rs-.. Tho only highway thot will
take y>n over neorly th. ito i_
th*- Auiu.s/.ri, Topeka end Santa fe rail¬
road. If n ls nol nt to hoyt

. on that line Bad yon havo no pas,
then gel i Dwp ot th*- reg of tho
Mi -.*¦..;.. aod put your index finger
down si i' was no VYeatpoti Land-
in-, now Hon.s City, MtOflfl.A That
j.-. __ petal nf our -tory.
Th bigtown of Weatpott was

ior ii long tuiioth" flflotetn limit of tho
Santa Fe 1 ¦'- fi loy Inchon tho bluffs,
jnx i.r seven mil'*-, fruin tho _____ bar
where Bi Louis stearnfm landed t___.

ad th" town, westward,
(md over tho K.'_n._w- lin*, tho United
hu-t'-H Bove___aent hod set apart a

atretoh of conntry for thfl bm "f Bania
F<" train**, on which they .in-uinped and
coTToled their worn ont oxen, H.re tho
pooc beeots t_ried, fed upon the rich

grOflS and r***-tijKTat-"*l fltrongth
for tho long rt*tum -journey over the
plafaufl SO Karita Ft-. Tho d__V_S of thr-so
enwieldly on teases were mostly Me.vi-

iring no language bot their
own profane Spanish and looking r-TiUoii-
ly out from under th'ir soinbreroi and
th*-u* tangled Mack liair. They and tho

lept imd Bte in campaad
drank at tho trading jk-tU, while tho
luv-i bnyen went <>n to st. Louis to loy
in a stock of goods adapted to tho
market-* of the __yate_-0-_icoontry that
was lon^* ago _onq_*sred by Spain and
thon forgottefl id _____ Boeoe_-__ss tln-M*
trams had a long timo to wait for tho
-journey to St. Louis, and tho roturn

voyage up the mud shifting ____.___¦]
¦sbji tedione aad of uni-«'rtam doration.

ln th** summer of eighteen bandied
aml fifty om many corrals dotted tho
¦plaadi A Qm prairie on th<* ¦ro_e.ro
¦_ea_ Weatport, and the herds of oottle
hakogiog to than grand in tho val-
h-ys, hay on thfl run slope!*- and ______

from tho half dry creohfl that vronnd
through thfl Inila toward tho Kaw.
Thoy had groom sleek and fat, their
gaunted Tatum woro filled oat and tlu.ir
app*-ulmg ni**-, woro hesiod in Hosh, so
lung had Hwy waited for a carga
Even tits* leay teeeneten wore growing

restless, and tho Wagon masts rs woro

anxious to start westward while thfl
gTi_« was in good condition. All wero

pstoniag for the steamer's W.lette that
oould bfl plas.ly hcanl at tho post whim
_hl wind wa** from tho north, but they
did not trust to that for information of
th*) U-o-t's arrival. OoS-rlOfll WWI con¬

stantly going Wk aud forth to and
frtmi tho hmding on the fl**et footed
Mexican poni*** that accompanied all ox

traitit, on Un- Santa Fe Trail for th** DH
of outridrrri, scouts and m**Bsei*-gers.
**No boat" was tbe word they brought
__K'k day aftflf div, until one hot after¬
noon wh**u the sunshine quivered over

the j-rairie like tho breath vt a fiiniace,
oed rx) bree_o bo much aa -tined tho
long gra_H in tho sloughs. TbB cattle
lay panting on tho uplands, and Uut
Mexican's were stretched out in the
_t__ie Of tile wa
Suddenly a gratefo] north wind came

¦wiriiiig among thfl glWB, br»-a*king tho
flteeta of the "*_mme. day in au faastant,
apA almoet u|»on itt, firnt wave carno the
l^und of tho boat's wh_**tlo. Tbe camp
w_-i ali*rt at otic-e. Pouios work* saddlod
ond uiounttd and went dai.ing from
oorral to wirral, and then away to tbo
town and tb*- balding.
Wagon Mi.tor -ting wai a-n American,

a "state-" man. and bj.nike boUi Englhdi
nod S|jan_Kb. Bfl was of unoortain age,
_»ec_u-t*' Of hi** brown, uiik«_npt, fron-
tiersmai-Ukf appeara-oe, and y*,t rather
young than old. ile had been OM 14
tbe most impatient foftho boat to come,
and now be wac among the first to catch
B pony and spur it off down the h_t_sdo
toward tho rivt*r. Jutit bow he di_ert*d
from tho others of this ummportont
party it wuuld be difficult to toll, per¬
haps most ix__rk.od_y in a slight aloof-
b«_, a foelmg that had led bim to
taake a bridie path through tbe woods
thot lay between Westport town and tho
b_ud-ug, and to follow it whenever he
hod riddon down to the river rather than
tts wagou mad need by tho trains.
Whuu thu boat's whist) ¦< wiks hoard he
Started off in great haste, and as usual
Inrnt-d into the bypath, while a dozen
ot more mun kept on in tbe road. This
bath l_d como k- h. celled in derision
tbe "King"** bigbway," und m the wagontaa-ter turned into it tho othes riders-*_!l.*l out to liinr
"Como on by the big mad this tune,

yon eau go ia-stor and will g«| lhere
auom-r if it i_ longer."
Tho tralumariter ho-itated. Bot ap-parontly ujion second thooghl he kept

on in the "King's highway," and only
O vuiJoy of oaths in Mexican-Sj-anwh
and wet-tora Knglu-h t'ollowod him. Tho
UiiK.h of luotth'd ami r**d and claybauk
pornos rtiobed p**llmell down tho wagon
road, ___4_* nd_ir» cU_iti_\g h^avy spurs,
e*-^utnaK brood |rtiili*i*_*-*j*-s_dH

Indian war wtityrtw, throwing Ihrmenlrrs
from sid.) tn sid.', rriajng am*, crowding
th© swift and Miro footisd little animals
to tho landing.
Thoro all was excitement. Tlio Polar

Star was already being made fast to the

hoMM eottonwood stamps thathung over

th»- anatar. beal WBB loaded down so

that tho water had wash, d her dock and
BisJee » grimy mad color. Her mixed
ami toaea**sTttB»b** freight was piled hitch
an ffaty sido tal anything but asMnahapa
}fr*r paw-ngoTs woro all crowdi-d for¬

ward, anxious to got ashore, and tin-ir
f.-irrsH woro of every color find type.
Minora, soldiers, Yankees, traders, gam-
M<en, Bdeeantanean, negroes, Bony ofli-

migrants and a few women OtflM
over tho gang plank ir. a motley pro*>*-
sion. Oreeth-gb were eichang'-d by
some vi th men in the crowd on tho

bank; others stood aside and lix»k<*d rna,
ling thorns-Mves as if just ro-

from a cramped position, and
i<-oking about for tho settlement*

.Many of tho passengers of the Polar
Star chose to walk ont to Weetport; BOOM

bltrad Mexican ponies and mount**-! then
ruutionaly, having hoard of the burking

bo afar ott; other* ta<>ok pananga iu

¦¦..r-hoon.-r" drawn by six OOeping
o.vn, and all Bt*»rt"d over th<* hills t-. tl...

trading jost, except thone whowow to
ta lp onload th-- < argo and bring up tho

supplies for Wentpori
Tho Mexican buyer* ordered tho wagon

train* duwil m basie, teM boat's long de-
1 iv making th<-m impatient to Mart ont.

The captain had been ordered towail fot
I iiir-M States troope bound fa) Lort
Leavenworth; thou the Polar BABB hud
grounded OB *j sand bar whi-n sh<- WM
fix dayl ( ut from St. Louie; bet supply
of fu»d at a certain landing was not

arid she was obliged io wait while
cord wood from throe milos inland was

hauled to btV. Ont detention Banal an-

other, togenboi with bee heavy cart,''),
made her trip a dow one, but no BBliooa
BOOsdanl luid Mallen her and tbe freight
for tito overland trains was landed in
good condition.
As the straggling proc^iasion waa

a.-out to start np th<* hill the captain of
the Polar Star noticed a woman stand¬
ing alone and looking in ft daw-d and
frightened way, iir-t at th*. 1-oat ami
then at tho caravan. He remember-d
her well, for, to us** the phnae of Ins
own thoughtB, he had "had his eye on

her" tliroughout the voyago from St.
Louis.
She had come al-onrd late at flint city

with her passage paid to WeM*-ort Land¬
ing. There, she bud afterward explained,
she would be mot by a friend. Being a

quiet, m-xT'St, plain little body, tl

cern' wives who were aboard the boat
took kindly to ber and befriended her
throughout the trip. Tivy wore some¬

what curious, to be sore, concerning the
"friend" who would mi*et her; very r»*a-

sonably, too, since it wai. an almost un¬

heard of and certainly a venture.-*,rn-,

thing for a woman to start up country
on a Missouri river steamboat in those
early days. But her manlier, and -per-
hapi what rho did not say more thea
anything she said, prevented close in¬
quiry. Tho wile of a captain of artil¬
lery, who "ranked"' all tho others, gare
it out aa her Opinion that one <>f two
things must be the true r-xpLiTiati.>n.
Either tho lone woman had been de¬
ported bj her uu.-dw-nd and was not quito
suri. that ho would keep his promise to
ine«t lier at WetipUlt Landing, or hbo
expected to join an old lover and i>»

married there,
Moro than once, when the woman sat

on the deck of the Polar BteV tad gaged
across the muddy waters <>f tJie river
into tbe young cottonwood groves b»-
ynnd, apathetic lool crept into bet hoe
that warranted the lirst theory. Again
a trustful ho{.H* would shine tlirough lu r

gray eyes and convince her new flJCBldl
of tlie hitter explanation.

Tlie captain's attention liad been espe¬
cially attractod to her bj a little ecene
of wliich ho bejiered Wmwif to Ix* the
only witness. Boon after she COOM ab*.anl
his boat at St. Louis, and while ho was

watching her with somo suspicion and
wondering that a woman of hex appear-
ance should start uj>on such a journey
alone, ho saw her face grow Kuddon ly
white. They were both well forward at
tlie time, but the woman was walking
toward the stern of tho vessel, and it wus
evident to the captain that lhe WM .M.ir-
tlod by something she nw there amid tie-
crowd of pettengen deckhands and
soldiera.all ongagod in assorting nud
arnuiging the stacks of freight and lug¬
gage. Thia keen obaereer ol strange
people turned quickly and looked iv. the
uamy dirt-cti<Hi willi tb*, woman'*
but ho BOnld not d'-tcnnino what it WBB
tnat had onnaad Um -tijga'd u> lenTe ber
(bea. She mado no atu-mjit wt)onooenl*
mont imd wits plainly in no wa.

| 1. Ol th.*-.u tiling* the old captain
mad.- BMOtal nut*! and then wis'-ly d--
rldt-d tO bub- hj.s tim.-.
Hut as tlie voyage jirogresse.! and the

woman gave no rign. Um enptain wai
iruzzleal. lb* said tu hi m.***-If: "She knows
wh. re she is going and what she is
about and she tnaandl to kwp her own
counsel. It's womlt-rfnl wlmit, a quiet bit
of a woman will undertake when nho
make* up her mind to it. Her co¬

ls like tho patient man's anger when at
last aroused.H And th., old captain
.sighed a long, deep sigh and kept Im ena
counsel.
Although he, too, had beon curious

ooooerning her "friend," he was not
greatly surprised to see her standing
alone aft*jr the pne*eangnri were all Laud-
od from the Polar Star. Ho approach¬
ed her ju-st tm th>- OtflOBTB1 wivi«s. who
with in the gTajat WSgOO reiw.y BO BBenBai
the hill, eepiafcd her, and called to her to
join them.
"Nobody met me," she said to the

captain as he carno up. and, though the
words had a lonoJy wound, he wad

puzzled anew at Um ton.*, Bad the ex¬

pression ho fancied he detected for an
instant in her Cam was one of n h. t
rather than disa{*pointment.
"The ladlee oro going up to seo the

town," the cnpUui explained; "perhaps
you had bettor go along."
The woman had learned from the offi-

core' wivus whilo aboard tho Polar Star
that their huabanda and a portion of the
troop* wero destined to Fort Leaven¬
worth, fifty milea farther up the rivor,
and that tito zviuaiudax* of tho soldiers,
untlei* nonimaud of a sorgeant, would
du* iiilavurk at YY.aiport 1 -euuhng and ac-

compsuiy the Santa Vo trains wentward
ft* far a* 1'ort l>*--lge. Tho captain
hulpeil the myatwrionu pasiseagnr into
the train wagon, where abo waa immo-
<-*Ately plied with queeUona:
''What can you do'/"
''Whare will jon guT
"wtmAt do «*BBjBn*BBBaaji rans pea^nnttni

V'JVtaa+milymAMAiV

''It seem", unpardonable In sach a place
*e thiaT and mnoh more was said.
To all of which the little woman aim-

ply replied that she did not know.
Aftor dioner had -OBS- servod at tho

tavern, and the military offlcors had
taken their wives out to tho corra- to

BOA tho Mexicans, and tho wagon trains,
and the pT__l_a, and it waa timo to la¬

tani to tho landing, tho women turn-d
to their *>aopanion of th<* voyage aad
a.. kt d her if she would go witb them to

tim fort, adding that she could probably
find employ.i<*nt CbSffO in some offinr's
family or she could n-furn by the boat
to St. Lon is. To their coi-steniataon she

USBWSSOd that sho was going on to Santa
I-',-, imo ot ibo wagon masters had hw

Wiffl With him, and sho had already bar-

gaiaed with her f..r Ibo trip.
There was nothing hi do but to say

gO_d_ry, Wish Uss woman a safe journey
:cross in bec errands After tiie do-

portaseof her friettde the loaotrasolsi
fan-ofld-flteljtooh 'ip hes ebode in camp
erith _*s wagon ui.-_-.t- r's wife, Thero all
wus artivity and beetle, j'reparations for
Hm Journey were goiag forward on ovary
Fid,., though it wonld bo twoorthr-'
days, they said, before the packing oonl J
he completed ¦__ ¦_ mah* ready, Hauy
of tbe trains were OB tho way to the
landing, Othes* wero already down by
the levee raeoiv.lg theil biads and tho
romain l-r were preparing to start
All save ono. At King's corral the

oxen wero standing idly aboat, aud tho
stupid Mexicans were looking along the
many little trails that OOOVnrged to¬
ward Westport, -Bd up ,uid down tho
"King's highway." but no wagon ma¬

ter Wflfl in light for them. In half an

hour a well dr.-.-xd Mexican galloped
up to them on a mustang, hurling
nattvooaths at .Mir dogged fae*
era*-, black eye* Hm ¦'greasers*" fell
to work arid jabbed thfl unoffending cat¬
tle .* they yoked them op,

'.It j ieee 0- businoss,'" pail
tbo wagon __flter*s wife to ber gnest,
c-ompaniou or sonant (she could not de¬
fine the poaition which tho strange wom¬
an occupied in ber mind and her fami¬
ly), "Tho man King want off with the
otheas to eeo the booi roino in and no¬

ll, ^lv hain't fleed him senoa. Leaetways
erted doora the trail he made his-

selfover the b.1 voader, an that
last of him. It's aiore Hke . Ifesicaa to
art that away, an tho men folk-
King seopiofl like e right deoeni feller."
Un (tanager said nothing, but fa

herself about the cooking shehad volun¬
teered to fl-fl._ erith. Some ono was __*¦

eraited or promoted 11 the vacant wagoa
nu_-t'rsldp and the packing went on.

Tbenextday vrhea -bewagonms
v.if'- arose from her sieeta andee the
v. .. shf* saw Qm itsaagewomancom¬
ing toward the '¦' rral along the "Kind's
highway." Whoa sh" drew w ar ead sat
down in tbe grad- quite out of breath,
hi*r bOfltflflS said:
"Where oa aizth hev you boen? I

i d yon the miaote Igetawaka. You
hain't been ont jest to pick them il
hev you? Jest yon wait twell wegitont
on tho perarah where aa no

gmzin to speak of if you want to seo

ra."
The wagon mastor'sM-ife never k:

acertainty ia I whatbecameo- Qm Bow¬
ers thal wi.-' gathered on the "King's
highway," bat sho took it forgraated
they were thrown away after she had
imparted tbo information of fin* r

to come,

IL

*"TT?io hnmrs tl Hasn't that vannin?"
Spread out the map again. Pat your

finger down ut the town of Greet Bend,
in southern _________ OB the ___SBflBB
river. Annihilate by . backward step
ol' forty years all signe «>f the whib
Bum's preeecioe that now lie so thick
Uitouglu ut Qm length ar. 1 breadth of
thw fertilev___eyof Qm4'Nileof Ks
.tim -flyaterioas stream whose __ona*
tain fed W . to flon moro
below ground than abovo
Piotareai .--i robing psahleoovesod

With all the shades of grail that evr

grew. Fieek and spring groan m tho
Bloagfae. lath and long aad Jane greea
on the river margin.-, bnroed brown oa
Qm floathera ssopes and vammj aad grey
oa _maplandawhere ibo bafftlogsaai
spnvuds. Tin- river is bidden by it.
Higher than a man's head tbs rank grose
waves in every --assing breeze or staadfl
motiool'tss in the Augtust sun. To the
watara very edge tbe traveler mu_t go
to look upon it. slow sliding Y.
Doom ir"in Qm Mghfle 1.mis, north

and ecu.i, come narrow pta lu worn ny
tbo feet of Uie Blighty buffalo a_ he
jou**__y» with ti. and halt*, and
blainps at tho river brink while be sn_k*o
h_s third. Jli_ "wallows" dot tho up¬
lands ben and QmSO -bar.-, round
patches ten or twelve f'-*-t aetOflfl, where
his lordship has rolled and turned on

every journey till the tough sod ifl worn
through ndaooaapoa. of gram sprout.**.
At right anglce to Lhe-*- <h*«-p, (dim

paths run tho Santa Fo Trail; at _fa
near the brink of tbe river, again cut¬
ting ae*-*o*-s a loop from bond to bend,
and them climbing to tho highland- to
uvoid a marsh or deep ravine.
Along its track is strung a long caval¬

cade, tho roturniag Santa Fo train for
tbe summer of eighteen hundred and
fifty-one. Kow. of immenae covered
wagons, four abr._*t, and drawn by
many yoko of oxen, weary ploddoru
witii head** dowubent and heavy yoke.**
-iibfauig their galled Booka 1'ack mules
with their tight padded pa_ini**r_ _u*apped
on their sides and their hugo uara Hap¬
ping in tune with tb-s-ii* trim feet
lkrn-*_boa with gay, carele_B ridera, and
with none, nipping tho to*ixlere_.t -ufts
of grasa and weed tope thot are lo their
liking. Frrmtiersmen with furtive eye
and ever ready rifle, clad in bucki*kin
and cottonade of indeecribeble cut
United Sttatee Infantry in decidedly un-
drees _____n_, weary of the i___roh and
thirsty for w_a*--lDO___, fyaofcardri,-fflhnjb- »*iy_yBj_*UBw^_ltoi_a_jc

tho monotony of sim and heat, tlie climb¬
ing of one "rlBo"" to see another beyond,
and tho never ending sea of gmas.
Stragglers from nobody knew whence,
going nobody knew where* The ru-me-

ha-whangiirs on, outcasts and sprv-nlat'jrs
in wluttover was easily carried andcould
be dishonestly won.
Of little oldl-dron there are none, thank

hoavon; though two young women live
in ono of the middle trains -safer there,
the captain thinks. Tin* wagon In which
they ride is garlanded with flowers. I'he
y.-ar is nearing its autumn, and tie
son of yellows and pnrpb-s has come.

GrOetairod fi B*Bn*a"~l the ground over
acre-sand acres, and stands in aoUd rows
of crinkled gold along tho broken linea
of the trail. Tall, purplish flower spikes
bend sttfily before tho south wind, like
bayonets Wt armored hands, and shake .
spicy perfnOM from the S'Tisitiv plant
wi tiieir feet Hero and therenelnmpof
fringed gentian bastien l-chind a .screen of
compuw weed; and tho modest cycla-
meu, the violet of autumn, turns its sweet
white face down toward it,** own heart
lanena, blu-shes a tender pnik, fades,
twists it8 stalk into a spiral and Mids to
earth to deposit its ripened six-ds, win re

they may bo cherishe<l by its own sub-
..'.ince. All UMBI M-.**-*.< .rn.-- and many
more, twined with the black and rcddiMi
water grasses, hang from the dusty wag-
on bowtsa But now the flower beda aro
alm-'.-t pav-t, buffalo grnai stn-U-hes for
many miles ahead, and then tho desert
sand, alkali dust and cartu**.
Tho wagon master's wife told her com-

n wliat was before them and bade
her 0**ef*a*fa her Howers well. Sho did
for tleir own sak-ts. But in the fold.*
of ber only other gown, between, tbe
haves ol a prayer Dook Hint ha
boaster days, were the bios.-., .ms sho
plucked along the "King's highway"' OS
the Missouri hills, and none of th'-.-e
latter OMI were ever put with thom.
The trains had boen out now many

days. More than a hundred mile* hark,
ot Council Orono, on tho Heoabo.rrv*er,
they bad baited for organi/.afi- m. That
point waa abo final rendezvous for

1 traine, Thero they e|i-c;.M a
commander for the expedition and be¬
yond that point t! te-v.-r fi il
out of their regular order in tho lino of
nurch.
Fonrkng. toiling teams movfd con¬

stantly forward tidally side. Thea four
m.ire came on abreast., and io to tho
end. This arrangement was for Um
puqtosi* of toaster protootioa against hos-
tUe indians, for win un a -on.-'taut look¬
out was kept, anl with whom encounter!
were not unknown by the trader--,
though treat'..--, bad bc. n made by the
government with every tribe throngs.
Whose territory tho Sante Pe Trail ran,

by the terms of which all traini wore t-w
.Mug ile track Bninoli isted. That

tlie government entertained a doubt ol
the Indians holding to this oosnp*
'-vid'-iu-nd hy the fact trna the gnat

.ssi asian* long, a
io thai the oaraTana might l»o

kept compact and def.-n-.ibla-.
The delay at Council i.irovo had DOC-D

r thau oanal, of ionlty
of agreeing up.'ii a cajitaiu. ft dewol -

that the*rohad bm d a tacit understanding
t«. elect Wat- -ii kia b t King ko thal rn-

oddan and
oomplete diaappoaranoe left rh.-company
Ht a i potent toad,
Lea t fur one la whom they all lunl ora
lid.-nee. The j.lace obviously nqOJKOd
a maa of neera and quick dori.-ion, but

all be atna! be poon sated of troll
kn ajrn lighting qualities. King bad a

reputation as ari Indian tighter, and al¬
though ho was nut a faTOrito petnonally,
it wai cone**!.-d that h.- c.did be busted
and that hu would Im. brave bi thu face
of .Sanger.
"What do you rapp oe eran took King

iff. BnyhoWT said one of Um meta, after
they had cnOTBaaed
ly and yet bad not agreed npon
tain. Ills question leemod lo
dressed to the campio general, and afb r
a moment'.-, aflenoe and the
rung of brows whenever the lost wagon

i. a soldier
who was lying on the SjaSB raised
his elbow and said*.

**I don't know as you havo Basted uv,
but I believe tins man \ a BTB talking
al-out went away because be saw

body aboard the Polar stir that ho
didn't want to DMOt Who kn.
wasn't that eran
Thu nen looked at tho ipeaaVer ni

blank a.-ion^litilent, bat BO QnOOOntKaV
1 lam. It WM Um lirst pei

¦ointioa thai had bean offered, and nat¬

urally it wa-, not long in finding lodg¬
ment in every mail'.-, mind. Then one
added:

"lin was afford, and watched, hey?
Likely enough:'' And another .-

..Sniitrt follow; but hi .ard.."
The repacking dorie, after the jolting

and n-tiling ot tho fnight betwenu
Westport ;uid Council Miov". and Um

d *d and retro, bi d, lt bi
aary to dod '.- op a a captei

go on. An old .Menem plainsman wa&

cha-wMi.a man who had mada many
overland journeys, had 1000 much ha/.-
ardoiai service and could ¦peen* broken
English BBd a numt* r .-f Indian lan¬
guage**, liesid.v, .Spanish. Bnt be bad
never t-ef'ore command.sl an expedition
Ben sss the plains. Just why, nolx-My
. 1 to know, or to BB willing lo say.
Perhaps boca-aso of an uridMin<*d I mr

that in a pinch he WOttld "IbmlM" lt
seemed to be iii* due tba'
have the honor of commanding a train,
Mu- though these overland mai

were not men to bake great ri-sks f. r

honor's sake, they ventured a litl-io tin.-,
time and BasOOted old Joe*. Valdez to tho
captaincy. With a great snow ot loyalty
the orowu of authority was put up
brow, and immy of hm followers pr-.
todteii that they had long wirshod to soe

the thing d
Happy old Josol ho aterted the expo-

diti-m with a llo-orirth. IJls gilt;
black eyes d-anced, for they had not y<-t
1 jut their luster, and they could
moving object on tho plain*- farther
away thau many that were a score of
) ¦. .r - /ounger.

"IliH pride would make him do his
beet," they said; ''everything would ba
aafe."
And hw pride did spur th" old '.iptaiu

constantly, lt axouus.-*! Ml BlliNlkni In
nialco tho quickest trip tliat bad Man
known for yean, to havo the most com¬

fortable camping grounds, and ibo be«t
time generally. Occasionally ho would
bring hi* mind back to duty with a start
be-ca«i**»e he had discovered himaolf in
Saut** Fe, recounting the Monea** of tho
expedition under hie leaderuhip to bal
gtay-at-home comradee, into whose -.ar,

be hiiad hoped for Um yean to be able to
pour ilii* proud tale.

*tfnim Ucarno! Qto-totv thu -*roa^l**nnd

of the Arkansas ovory thing hod o-«rve*l
along just to hhs liking. It waa at thin
point that tho trail Btruck tho river

wb<**e ccmrwe they would follow for a

hundred and fifty tniloa. They had
rounded tbe point and wero lioaring
moro toward tho south. Pawneo a .ck
would be the next camping place. Tiri*
rock is one of naturo's nunparta. A
rugged, isolated pile of brown sandstone
cropping out of tho prairie many miles
from tbo foothills of the Rocky rn*,un-

tai.s, lt is tho first startling gaideboafd
bi HM great range. For mnuy yearn.at
les-st half a century.it was known as

ono of tho most dangerona pointa on tho
plains. Almost within ita shadow tho
SantA Fe Trail cr.-*.*-**** tho route of tho
Indian tribe, that travolod both north
and south after buffalo. Probably for
baad-Odeof years before the Santa Fo
Trail waa used by white traders and
trappers thia great north and loath trail
waa followed by tho hunters of the prai¬
rie tri bos.
Put a few miles away from tho rock

tlio Pawnee riv,,r empties into tho Ar¬
kansas, aad tno beaks of both Ftrearn-
afforded fine coinpiag grounds. Tho
grazing was good iu the valleys and tho
rock afforded prof* eh, n from foes and
lin lu-r from wi nil and fire. W
first gained its summit w;_*> almost im¬
pregnably fortified agalasl eaemiei so

long aa rapplies of tOod and water and
arrows or ammaait-on laeted. Many
men whoso name.-, an* BOW <

In tin- history of t-ius country bavi
anxio.i days and nights on Pawneo
rook, and but a few years ego many
mini.-*-; could be read upoa ita Boorrod
Cece, la eighteen haadred and fifty one
hundred*-, of them, cut in the soft
by hands that showed nil di-i:r-
civilization and n -itv, were
graven in th** baas of this old laadmark.
Tho oampaitfl wai Mlected jae. \-

ri_*e__e__rom Qm rock, rho a
were formed lat ter the
ittle had been lt the river and

barded oe the beaks Eu ',; "raes during
the long twilight, they were driven into
Qm -_clo___- for the Bight I

r tho
it last

shut them ont, bat bis Aways
carno back mtiafled.

"Xcalk-fl .u turn ia and
tonight, 1 "no of tho Amen,-;in

"from the way th" old
capfaia (ooh Narya red di vii ii,

i sign of oae."
"Y'.s,'' said Another, "hit looks Uko

fair sai!;n. bal 1 reckon we'll all
r > good Btron [ picket
byer is mighty danger*

d the time
l thought nothin couldn't I

BM Wi* byer lg
'.Weil, don't Iel] us about it tonight,"

said a tbird. uWO*Ve got soldiers With
na and we've bad a long pull

.. ginni night Of lt Bad tfl-M th.it
laotbar-hae lt might give ne bod

dreams, you kn ,w,
1 boee who bad never ni ard the story

of tbe plainsman's adventure at Pawnee
rrvk i pointed io have it shat
off in tlii-s summary marine: by oae who
had list..ned |o it OB D__B___*_*! BswVaOni
tn***, but all wero weary from the day's
march, aud when Qm pickets wiro

stetiosied I *- watch every maa
Liv down with fl restful senae of
BOCO-tty. Nothing but tho stars 1:
UM gT'iit plains and tho little group of
tired slee{H*rs in the oorraL

Bres ba-l been pat out qi
Bp before dark, and there waa scarcely

i.>l even u, betray tim pi i

Iii,- camp- Occaaiomilly im ox Bioved a

clumsy foot, or a driver ia h-> heavy
sleep called oat a lusty ' V- .ck"
bat the eeatiaelfl heard little,

..ring of the night aiumal-i in Uio
lad bow end then ti bark

of e '-¦

lt moat have been two hours
midnight. The "watch" bad gi
to thfl ld all was stdl again.
Suddenly ono ot thfl p*mi,-- whin
load ead deer, and two er thy

miffed flbarplfaad i ;1 six
Hm noise did BOt woken many of

loee wa np ia
an iiL-.u-.ut | B0_| of tho

Theyluwlheard nothing- -soonnothing.
The little half rami-fl broaofao had star¬
tled them with aeaddea sniff of Qm air
and then the piercing call, aa if to Homo
of Ida kind beyond Qm re-ach of human

but witliin Un* knowledge of hia.
by heredity and fl life that nimrod

over long dieteiMei nadnlled by ooaane-
ment and dr*u
ThiBena.eoaaop wailaiouied BOtotty

and witb tho BfBBOOl oaati n they wop*

n,!d to prepare for def-BOO With the
fu-st ray of light C*_pt__B Joofl ¦_d they

ll expect ia attack from Qm lrid___*
ojthflr the Pawai ai or Cheyeaaas. All

i.eioDoed pieansmea m th,« com-

.-.im. It wai not Qm
..-.I bean warned i f the

approach of tho enemy by a Mexican
pony. To be ready to repalee a ewifl
and deadly Oaalanght from th-r ste,* 'thy

DSBflt bo tht-Lr tact-Cfl BOW, they
saids aad every man na** poated rifle fan
band and many rounds .nitioti
in hi.s belt Ti.
overdone to the men who were making
th.-ir tirst Inp acr.-as the plain.-, and to
M,me ot Qm raw !.... I
diers, bal a sh fl wah the
froattt il already taught

iiimv-
iat r"i mg and hardy commu¬

nity ami they a_ely held their pee
Histl histrtrom Forrtain -ceo, who

Bate-ally fell Into sae dialet I of Qm
Mi -rv ari under e.X'il<*ment.
AU. s l>ent into thfl grass a*

they bad ba ked -in hour I
TIM gray light was sifting into tho ab
but thinly as yt, and strain their vision
as they might thoy could iee bat a few

may. Still, as they looked it ga rn
lighter and lighter, aud tbe gram rustled,
With a passing brecto, i-erhapv. or, wa¬
it a 0-OBchiag form creepiag on Beares
and noarer.adoz«n! a aeon;I hundreds!
On every Hide the gr*w-,s waa alive with

indiani., aud suuultaui-ously wiih Ca*>-
taiu Jose's oommand to -'lire:'* they
i-TTrung forward yelling like demons and
fal!ii_r over one another in a frenzy ol
surpris-o and rage. The leceptk D wa*

tOO much for them; they fell
mv dead aad won.dod withm a

few feat of tlve corral, a ghastly and
writhing cofdou alxnit the barrioade.

'Hie indian, had planned a surprisf
for BBB camp. They thought to oto-el us
to the corral ond charge u**ou it so sud
tlenly in tho uncertain light that tii«-v
could kill many of tho freight©. whils
yet upon tho grouud asleep. The old
Alexiean bad outwitted thetu.
The greeu m«*n under his command

set up o shoot of victory, but it wai
nw-i-Jrl- C._G_*_-_

"Snve your breath,'* enid a veterrui qi
the trail, "the enemy ia repid*****., but noi
vanriniashed, bogorml Wo may bo bani
for days yit, and wo may niver git ai
¦gani tho saints preserve rmP

ItVpalw-d, but not vam) nil-hod; th.tl
was thesdtantion conipre-henrleil ins*/.*.*,
ly by every man fauiilia-v with indLaa
warfare.
Up through tiro now fast coming Hsr***]

shot a b-'uooti of lire from th*> 1.,-
point of tlse great n.*ck, tho Indiana' r. ..,

graph for ngee, liglU'-d on that aaaat
point f'«r tho summoning of fr;
triba-s luxton) tho white man ever cr--j-,\
the Missiaisippi from tho mal or

nado travorsod tho plains from tho wa ^
Higher and liigher it bla/a-M, as tb
¦gae Baan! Mad grass aani bTbSss .

b I. Long tongues of flame lout
into the air, clouds of i-mioke roUeo
ov.-r tho prairie, and then it all dil
as suddenly as it was kindled. Tlc ,

ot tho light stuff blow away on tb-
wind that touchud tho t<.p of Uie or¬
rock, and before tho rolling bnfl 4
had melted into tho nearest whit¬
ing cloud the boacon tiro was out,
it had dona its swift BRBbbb weJl.
Tho Indiana down by Um river

bVa* OB the ruck, all new plainly vi».hi,
trcxtxi the corral, went calmly
preparations fer tho morning m» al
Th»T»* were no squaw-, with tho ban
and no lodge poles were carried, it
evid. w ly I frat party. Breakfast v. a.

made ready in the ooml too.
../hi re with to Boaaon th«

f od, but evrv m-m knew tliat ho nans*
eat t<> fortify himself for brittle. pi
that he might be able to summon

raab brownly.
"There i-i *!j . BUanOling *UaTnal; yon

the south," i ried Boano yiwon ths
look-

there it was, a faint, unstewlj
M of blue smoko u i

wind. The Indians saw it, but tiaiade ra

'hey knew it woe:
stolid meal w.-nt on, UM wary -yr
ing watch only on tho corral
white ;¦ bt OMOp t-> tho ru¬

the q-finga fot wht

yaldOB worn an

Be bad Hid thal il wonld bake ti
| 1. alt four hours to come t..

aid of ths ettm ra 1.
"Till thin '

can slape or ate Of make your a

b'ys, ,as yt) like. Va IiufTywill
bil WOO md ba ready fer the di

to tiiiiu."
ol Um ci.nnn.'ij.'l foll I

oxamplo and (deaned their rifles, bul
aid not Joke n"r make lag

th'-ir pn-dii.-an ie nt, it wu BM
that was plainly indicate.! by Um
of I aptetn .¦

DL

If an Imlliintutti etppeormt in OuifrwiUgt
it coatid not taw ttayprtaed Otom
Boroersongn, vriMn Um mn wa

bigb tho raftain wal
eyee Bawaaaoring spot tn

away n> the Bonthward, A bifting
brown mai ¦ on the .-ul

uko a

boa! at ¦eaoooxiing te with H I
Um tide, oonsosntly rand
couun ir noanv,
Hm fielA glaai

into mount.'d Indians or. p, fly-
bg prairie stotts! with tb«»

sj,.«-d of tho wind. A f rn
be war [xiint oonld be

their faOOl Bl they were upton
inn, their long, black hair ¦boanda1
Um wmd, and thi t .

drOBBes t-WSla'ia< 1 ,!..

of thom wyre cruel
which tia*-
ntiatli tj ;

v for pal-face blood and tr
whi.sk y.
Outrub ri from ti., earnp

k
. VI-

dontly n conni, d u> thi m tb
Of the foo. A COOncil ol PI .r was held,
and In lem t. 'nour Um

meal ul.

stu.-ta d toil rral
1', | Web kl.

sf Um We I
India:
white m.-:, .,..

band., iron
exactly Um nne kind or
of theo bad re*

J.-h»i \ nd th «*v ol Um lo-

ried bowl and ur: iddi tion to

tle-ir otb* * :.i tha

ts.n, but lt

Captain J nxuae

t*\i-r. int
It would ¦sam to

Indian ta--tic-, that the BOml iiixsi gjMtmWt$
.vantage, hut it mu*.t A" r-

bsrnd that the im-tuiut th" adiauoing line
WM within ni!-* thci every Indian tAAtnsx
hinxself on of his i*>ny, bangui.;

ut of si^ht with a bullet proof
breaatwork DOtWOOn him and his los*.
Tlie liulnms hr«d under tho hon**' m-oka.
and whenever a painted face or i hsetlwr
fringed hg waa vunble a buto nhot from
tho W Igoni I tr:-k it and ltsovvner roll-*d
Be*** mu> BBS fcTiu-a. A IiUl**- ne-ur-r and
<*, little nearer drow tho death d-v-iing
coil an it carcled around and around. I'he
Indian-! were fnai/.i.-i by tho sight ol
.bear own d<"ad, who had lain near the
wagoua since tiarly morning, l*it th.*y
could not make a break in tho burri, ada
through which to rush apon Uie bandidi
of mun hnridn. 1 luat w:w what they ex¬

pected to do and that waa what thy moo
in the corral feared they would do.
Whenever an Indian t'Ml ano*ab*T took

atria place, and if i*oaaible he wa.s camed
away. Thore waa a oun-sidorablo ikMOB
in reaerve, atx.vot two hundrvd liislaiaiis
in all. Captain Joso thought* lUit for
the oTorwhelnimg iiuiiiIhts of the In
diana and one other cmstderatiou tin)
men in the corral would havo been or¬

dered to ahoot tbe ponies aud afterward
thosr r-an-ia. This they oooU tsAtalt


